


History Day: Breaking Barriers in History

	Topic
	Date
	Self-Evaluation
	Points
	Teacher Sign Off

	Library Topic Digs
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Understanding the Theme
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Narrowing & Choosing your Topic
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Finding Sources
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Historical Context
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Research Questions
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Project Map
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Sources
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Mid Construction Check
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Final Construction Self Reflection
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	School Showcase
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	

	Parent Showcase
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	



Preparation:
What overall grade (percentage or letter) am I hoping to achieve in this unit? _______
· I did all that I could to achieve my goal in preparing for this unit. 
· I can make the following adjustments to increase my grade for this and future units. 
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
Self-Evaluation: 
1. I was not on task or engaged and therefore I cannot do this with help, I need a review lesson
2. I was mostly not on task or engaged but I can do this with help. There are parts I do not understand. 
3. I was on mostly task and engaged, and I can do this independently, I understand.
4. I was on task, engaged and I am an expert and can teach it to others.


This packet was created as a collaboration from resources found on NHD.org and MN History Day
[image: ]Breaking Barriers in History
Understanding the History Day Theme



1. Write the definition in your own words for each of the theme words in the boxes below.

Barrier 
Alliance
Impact


2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Breaking Barriers in Real Life: Think about how the ideas of action, challenge, supporting, achieving, or change are a part of your life. 
	Barrier
Alliance
Resistance
Change
Impact


[image: ]
      Selecting a Topic

	Topic Brainstorm
A good way to choose a topic is to start with a general area of history you find interesting. This might be something you read about in a class or something related to family history. Using the chart below brainstorm one topic in each category that fits this year’s theme, Breaking Barriers in History 

	Politics
	The Environment

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	

	Nevada
	Social Movements

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	

	Military History
	Religion

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	

	Science & Technology
	Education

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	

	Continents in Conflict
	Arts, Music, & Culture

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	

	Health
	Literature & Media

	Topic Idea
	
	Topic Idea
	


[image: ]
The Topic Narrowing Funnel
Using the funnels below, try narrowing down two of your general interests into more focused topics


[image: ][image: ]
[image: ]
Theme: Breaking Barriers in History


General Interest: ___________________________


Broad Topic: ______________________


Narrow Topic: _________________
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WORKSHEET: RESEARCH STRATEGY

Plan a strategy for your History Day research, including what to search for and where to look.

Toplc:

1. What are some Important words, dates, or people related to your toplc? These words will help you to
search for information. Remember to check spelling!

2. What types of secondary sources might exIst about your toplc? From the list below, circle the types of
sources you think you could find about your topic.

Book Media documentary Encyclopedia
History textbook Biography Website

Interview with scholar

3. What types of primary sources might exIst about your toplc? From the list below, circle the types of
sources you think you could find about your topic.

Diary Manuscript collection Government records

Interview with participant Autobiography Newspaper from the time period
Original film footage Music of the period Photographs

Historic objects Letters

4. Where can you go to find this Information? Answer the following questions and think about the places
you could visit for your research.

A. What Is the flrst place you plan on looking for Information?

B. Where else can you look? Circle which of the following you plan on using for your research.

School Library Public/Local Library Internet

C. What other places can you go? Brainstorm nearby college or university libraries and list below.
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WORKING ON YOUR OWN OR IN A GROUP

Working On Your Own

There are some advantages to taking your History Day journey on your own. Working alone is less
complicated and presents fewer potential distractions than you might encounter in a group. There is no
confusion over who is responsible for meeting deadlines. With no one else to depend on, the success or
failure of your History Day project is your own.

Working in a Group

Becoming part of a group has some distinct advantages. You and your fellow group members can share
the work. Each member will bring a different set of skills and interests to the group. From deciding who will
do what and agreeing on the interpretation of your research, to big-picture design decisions, your History
Day journey will be one of compromise.

Be careful when choosing your group members. Remember, working with your best friend is not always
the best idea. When selecting group members, ask yourself the following questions:

*  What type of people do | like to work with?

+  What skills will each group member bring to the project?

«  What qualities make someone a good group member?

*  What traits in people do | want to avoid when picking my partners?

« If you need to work outside of class, will you be able to get together?

1. Which category do you want to select?

2. Why is this the best category for you and your topic?.

3. Do you plan on working individually or in a group? (

le one) Individually Group

4. Fill out the questions below for whichever group size that you plan on selecting for History Day.

Worki ne Working in a Group
A. What will be some of your responsibilities if  A. What will be some of the challenges you face
you work alone? when you work in a group?

B. Why is working alone the best choice for you? B. Why is working in a group the best choice for
you?
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